DUXBURY HISTORY FILE

File #

© 1995
Vol. 8, No. 51

DUXBURY FREE LIBRARY--ALDEN PROJECT

-

84600500
RESIDENT

A -

Y

July 19, 1995

147 ST GEORGE ST DUXBURY LIBRARY

l\.«y\.’l L 9

#nldS RRO2

HA 02332

Telephones-Editorial, 1-800-242-0264; Advertising, 1-800-242-0264; Spaak Ouu 834-0135

75¢

newsstand

44 pages in 2 sections

Check it out: new Ilbrary is sure thmg

Town gets .
necessary $2.1
million state grant

By Kurt W. Blumenau .
MPG Newspapers

DUXBURY — The Duxbury
Free Library cleared its two

biggest hurdles in perfect stride -

last week.

Two days after trustees chose
acting director Joanne Lamothe
as the library’s full-time direc-
tor, the state board of library

commissioners awarded Dux- -

bury a $2.1 million grant.

“The grant, the third-largest
given by the board, ensures that
the Upper Alden library project
will become a reality.

- “We were very relieved, fol-
lowed by a great sense of ela-
tion,” said Lamothe, who at-
tended the commissioners’
meeting
Thursday with board of trustees
chairman Jane Bradley and Al-

.den library project president
. Deborah Bornheimer.

“It was thrilling — very excit-
ing for us,” Bradley added.

-, According to a statement is-
R e e

in Framingham .

sued by the commissioners, a
total of $25 million was awarded

to 28 towns. Only Boston, at $7°

million, and Milton, at $2.8 mil-
lion, received more money than
Duxbury’s $2,127,801.

Some 71 libraries originally
applied for grants, according to
the statement.

“I don't think I knew until 1
got to Framingham how com-
petitive the grants were,” Brad-
ley said. “This was not a fore-
gone conclusion.”

“There were a lot of disap-
pointed llbranes," Lamothe
said. '

Lamothe and Bradley said the
library will now step up fund-
raising efforts. Annual town
meeting in March approved bor-
rowing $3 million for the ex-
pected $6.3 million cost of the
library project. Library trustees
said they would cover the rest
of the cost through grants and
fundraising. With a total of $2.3

million in*approved grants, the. |
_library needs to raise about $1

million to fully fund the ex-
pected cost. Upcoming events in
clude- benefit concerts and a
book festival.

Please turn to page A9

Staff photo/Kurt Blumenn;
Wished well — A sign out-
side the library announces the
good news .
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Home for sure — The entire library project to renovate and
move to the Upper Alden School building hinged on the grant
received last week,

Contlnued from page Al ..

Lamotlie said the library is also
finalizing design details to pre-
pare the project for bids.

“We're still optimistic for a De-
cember 1996 occupancy,” she
said. .

Lamothe was selected as the
library’s new director at a board
of trustees meeting Tuesday

morning. According to board

chairman Jane Bradley, Lam-
othe’s work as acting director
during the past year was the pri-
mary reason she was chosen.

“We know what she can. do, -

and what she’s done in the last
year has far exceeded what we'd
expected,” Bradley said. “She’s
brought warmth to the position.”

_ Bradley said-the choice was a

‘mNew Ilbrary

- difficult one because both Lam-

othe and the other candidate for
the position, Middleborough li-
brary director Marjorie Judd,
were highly qualified.

“It was a tough decision be-
cause they were both so good,”
she added.

Lamothe said she is “pleased
and excited” about the decision,
as well as the future of the li-.

brary.

“We should have a lot of work
to do, both on the design of the
building and fundraising,” she ‘
said. :

Lamothe said she also hopes to
start instruction 'classes on the
Internet. While the acting direc-
tor, the library installed two pub-
lic-access computer terminals,




